9 Sites to Help You Survive the Recession

A growing number of good Web sites, like Prosper and Bankrate, are
popping up, offering useful tools to help you manage and conserve your
money.

Mark Sullivan, PC World
Oct 2, 2008 1:00 am
We found numerous sites that are full of good advice on how to save money and protect

your financial interests. In a sour economy, sites like these are getting more attention (and
site traffic) than ever before.
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GasBuddy: GasBuddy is actually a network of local sites (such as sanfrangasprices.com
for the San Francisco area), each of which allows consumers to find and report high or
low gas prices around town.

Welcome fo Fuelly Recanthy
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Fuelly: Fuelly is a cool little Web tool that lets you track and keep a history of your
vehicle's gas mileage and compare your results with those of other drivers.



http://www.gasbuddy.com/
http://sanfrangasprices.com/
http://www.fuelly.com/

RetailMeNot: Find coupons (about 85,000, the site says) for thousands of stores
nationwide. Many of them are sent in by site users, for others to use. It's not the only
online coupon community, but it's the biggest and probably the best.

billshrink

BHIShrink is a FREE sarvics that rocommands tha bast coll phons plam for you

Hum i  mrnh
& st spini e

oo o piims st sy i ey

1 hda =iy i anli e L T T]

[E 3
Vo il ity il - Iyl Siie] pem wni VS i By sl Nl v il 1] O B B
=

Saiile” o | ek e T DL ot

BillShrink: A big chunk of your money probably goes to your wireless carrier every
month. BillShrink asks you for your locale, wireless usage habits, and current plan, then
recommends other plans in your area that might be better deals for you. It's a small way
to trim the fat, but every little bit counts.
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Prosper: Prosper is like a dating site that brings people who want to borrow money
together with people who want to lend it. Borrowers post their borrowing requests, and
prospective lenders bid on the interest rate at which they're willing to loan part or all of
the money.
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Kiva: Kiva follows roughly the same business model as Prosper, but adds a philanthropy
aspect. The site allows you to extend a loan to a person in the third world who needs the
money to get a small business off the ground, for example.


http://www.retailmenot.com/
http://www.billshrink.com/
http://www.prosper.com/
http://www.kiva.org/
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Bankrate: This is the largest and most complete aggregator of financial rate information
that we've seen on the Web. The site constantly surveys 4800 financial institutions in all
50 states to provide real-time rates on around 300 financial instruments--mortgages,
credit cards, car loans, money market accounts, and certificates of deposit--so you can
find the best rates and save money.
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Pageonce: You've accumulated numerous online accounts--everything from banking sites
to Netflix to shopping sites to social networking--and they all have separate log-ins.
PageOnce brings all of your accounts together in one dashboard where they're easy to
access. But it does much more than store passwords: Once the site is linked to the
accounts, it notifies you of any changes at them--from payment alerts to new-friend
requests on Facebook.
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AnnualCreditReport: Since 2003, the Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act has
made it possible for individuals to obtain one free annual credit report from each of the
three major credit reporting agencies per year. AnnualCreditReport.com is the only site
that provides them without strings attached.



http://www.bankrate.com/
http://www.pageonce.com/
http://www.pcworld.com/article/149037/beta_watch.html
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.annualcreditreport.com/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/12/20031204-3.html
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